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The Project

The material for this booklet came together through the work of

the staff and volunteers of a twoyear National Lottery Heritage

Fund project called: ‘Harwich Haven: Surrender and Sanctuary’ .1

It ran from the spring of 2018 through to January 2020 and

involved people living around the Harwich Haven in North East

Essex and East Suffolk (notably Harwich, Felixstowe and the

Shotley Peninsula). The purpose of the project was to explore

what can be seen as a defining passage of world history through

the anniversaries of two events that took place locally. These

were: the centenary in 2018 of the surrender of the German U

boat fleet at Harwich back in November 1918, and the arrival of

the first Jewish refugee children, better known today as the

Kindertransport, in December 1938. These two events were not

only internationally significant at the time, but they neatly

bookend a traumatic twentyyear period when Europe and the

world slipped from one violent conflict to another.

Our work in around Harwich was intended as a unique

commemoration to engage people with these momentous events



and get them to ask questions about how wars start and end, and

how ordinary people are affected by them. The project was

delivered in partnership with national organisations such as The

National Archives and The Imperial War Museum, together with

local community groups such as the Harwich Festival and HMS

Ganges Museum. It empowered people to help deliver

communitybased, intergenerational research and activities,

including: walking trails, a refugee exhibition, video, archive film

shows, lectures, art exhibitions, art installations, community art

projects and, finally, a heritage and wellbeing conference.

This booklet is primarily intended as a starting point for readers

who want to find out more about the Kindertransport; it is

therefore a beginners’ guide and not a definitive history. It has

been put together alongside a similar publication about the

German Uboat surrender at Harwich.2 We are grateful to the

Essex Heritage Trust for its help in funding print and production

and to The Wiener Holocaust Library for supporting our research

and for allowing us to use its images.

Special thanks goes to Annie Cohen who researched our project

exhibition which was called “A Thousand Kisses”. The material

that Annie worked so hard on is at the heart of what you read

here.

Nick Patrick, Project Director

Harwich, January 2020



Harwich Transportee by Rebecca Osborne





“Kindertransport refers to the rescue

and adaptation to a new way of l i fe of about

10 ,000, main ly Jewish chi ldren who were

sent between 1938 and 1939 by their

parents as a last resort to countries such

as Brita in, Sweden, Hol l and, and Belg ium to

escape Nazi persecution.   These chi ldren

are col lectively cal led the Kinder or

ind ividual l y they are known as a

“Kindertransportee”. The rescued chi ldren

came from Germany, Austria ,

Czechoslovakia and Poland. ” Many of these

chi ldren arrived in Harwich.

The National Holocaust Centre and Museum

Opposite: Kinder departing from a train

The Wiener Holocaust Library





In November 1918 the people of Harwich watched as the first of

over 160 Uboats surrendered to the British Navy; their crews

were discreetly transferred to ships which took them back to

Germany and the vessels themselves were mooredup in the

Harwich Haven to await dispersal.3 We will never know how

many of those spectators returned to that dockside twentyyears

later on 2 December 1938 to witness the arrival of 200 refugee

children onboard a boat from the Hook of Holland. What we do

know is that by this point Jews in Germany, Austria and many

other countries faced enormous dangers and Harwich found itself

at the centre of a humanitarian crisis.

Scene Set





“Anti-Semitism is a certain perception of

Jews, which may be expressed as hatred

toward Jews. Rhetorica l and physica l

manifestations of anti-Semitism are

d irected toward Jewish or non-Jewish

ind ividuals and/or their property, toward

Jewish community insti tu tions and

rel ig ious faci l i t ies. ”

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance

Opposite: The Destroyed Synagogue on Reichenbachstrasse in Munich, November 10, 1938
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National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP) Election Campaign Drive,1920
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According to Brustein and King, the years 1899–1939 represent

‘a highpoint in antiSemitism in western societies’ .4 In Germany

this was fuelled by the political and economic turmoil that

followed World War One. But, what has been obscured by events

in the 1930s and 40s, is that 1920s Weimar Germany saw a

burgeoning of Jewish culture, especially in Berlin. Work by the

organisers of the Yiddish Summer Weimar, which in 2019

claimed to be the most ‘prominent European Yiddish culture

event’ in the world, suggests that Berlin became the capital of an

‘unofficial Yiddish cultural republic that stretched from Russia to

France’ .5 This spawned an unofficial network of Yiddish

speaking theatres, cabarets, reading groups, and even workers'

organisations which then had an influence on broader culture and

society. As festival director Alan Bern told the German

newspaper Die Welt in 2019: "Jewish artists were prominent in

all fields of Weimar era culture”.6

Weimar Germany



This is not to deny that antiSemitism wasn’t gaining ground in

1920s Germany, but it does put the events after the Nazis took

power in 1933 into stark relief. From then on Jewish people were

openly persecuted, their businesses sometimes attacked or shut

down and their lives made increasingly difficult.



Timeline of anti-Jewish policies in Germany

throughout the 1930s

1933

• Public burning of books written by Jews and antiNazis

• Jewish businesses boycotted

• Random attacks on Jews and Jewish property

• Jews excluded from jobs in the Civil Service

• ‘Kosher’ slaughter of animals banned

• Department of Racial Hygiene established (ethnic cleansing)

1934

• Jewish students excluded from exams in medicine, dentistry,

pharmacy and law

• Jews excluded from military service

1935 - 1936

• Nuremberg Laws deny Jews many basic civil rights

• Jews no longer allowed to vote and they lose German

citizenship

• Jews banned from parks, restaurants and swimming pools

• Passports for Jews to travel abroad restricted

• Jews no longer allowed electrical/optical equipment, bicycles,

typewriters or records



Against the UnGerman Spirit: BookBurning Ceremony in Berlin, May 10, 1933

© Bildarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz / Heinrich Hoffmann

1938

• Hitler appointed Chancellor on 30 January

• Special identity cards

• Jews excluded from cinemas, theatres, concerts, exhibitions,

beaches and holiday resorts

• Jewish children expelled from schools

• Kristallnacht 910 November



By 1938, life was incredibly difficult for Jews in Germany. By

the end of that year it would be intolerable. Hitler became

Chancellor in late January and the annexing of Austria in March

effectively brought a further 185,000 Jews under Nazi rule. By

midsummer there was a fullscale refugee crisis in central

Europe as the oppressed tried to escape.

In July 1938, delegates from 32 countries, along with

representatives from various relief organisations, gathered in

ÉvianlesBains, a spa town in France, to discuss the growing

GermanJewish refugee crisis. Most countries were unwilling to

relax their immigration restrictions to help. The Nazi government

responded cynically by releasing a statement which said that it

was "astounding" that foreign countries criticised Germany for

their treatment of the Jews when none wanted to open the doors

to them.7

From Fear to Terror



Matters reached a head on the night of 910 November 1938,

when violence, orchestrated by the Nazis, broke out across

Germany and Austria in what became known as Kristallnacht, or

the ‘night of the broken glass’ . Jewish homes, hospitals,

synagogues and schools were ransacked and destroyed.

According to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust more than 90

Jews were killed and 30,000 carted off to concentration camps.8

Some 150,000 Jews were forced to flee the Reich.9 On 11

November The Times in London observed that: "no foreign

propagandist bent upon blackening Germany before the world

could outdo the tale of burnings and beatings, of blackguardly

assaults on defenceless and innocent people, which disgraced that

country yesterday”.10



"For Aryans Only": Official Inscription on Park Benches, 1935
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Opposite: Shattered Shop Windows in Berlin, November 10, 1938

© Bildarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz / Abraham Pisarek

As we walked to the tram stop. . . we saw the

damage to Jewish shops.

The windows had been smashed and

contents vandal ised and the surround ing

wal l s and fronting pavements daubed with

the Star of David and antisemitic slogans in

white paint .

Gisela Eisner recalling the aftermath of Kristallnacht in Cottage Pie
on Tuesdays, an unpublished memoir.
The Wiener Holocaust Library



“Pogrom is a Russian word meaning

“to wreak havoc, to demol ish vio lently. ”

H istorica l l y, the term refers to vio lent

attacks by local non-Jewish popu lations on

Jews in the Russian Empire and in other

countries. ”

Holocaust Encyclopaedia



Refugees

So, where did all these people go? Between 1933 and 1939

60,000 Jews left for Palestine.11 Other countries took more than a

fair share too: for example from 1938 Bolivia alone took in

around 30,000 Jews.12 The United States, a country of immigrants

which had a significant Jewish population was a natural choice.

In total about 85,000 Jewish refugees reached the United States

between March 1938 and September 1939.13 There were direct

boats from Hamburg but many people had to make the long

journey through Europe to Portugal and its capital Lisbon which

became a popular staging post for journeys across the Atlantic.

But the level of immigration to the United States was much lower

than the number of those seeking entry. For example, in late

1938, 125,000 applicants lined up outside US consulates hoping

to obtain 27,000 visas under the existing immigration quota. By

June 1939, the number of applicants had increased to over

300,000. Most were unsuccessful.14



Shanghai became a popular destination. The Shanghai

International Settlements quarter was one of the few places which

was, initially, unconditionally open to Jews because visas weren’t

required. It was held by the Japanese who had been victorious

over China in the Battle of Shanghai in 1937 and who would

become allies of the Nazis in 1940. Some 17,000 Jews made the

journey to China but in 1941, under pressure from Germany, the

occupying Japanese removed the Jews into what became known

as the Shanghai ghetto where hunger and disease promptly took

hold.15

I t is awfu l just now here. . . there are

hundreds of people queued up in our front

car park trying to get out of the country and

then one hears their ta les of d istress and

misery, and one is a lmost physica l l y sick

with the hopelessness of i t a l l .

"Letter to a friend in England" from Mr Frame, an employee at the

British Embassy in Berlin.
The Wiener Holocaust Library



In Britain there was considerable opposition to taking refugees

from central Europe. Sections of the press, right wing groups like

Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists, and those arguing for

the preservation of British jobs at a time of high unemployment

were all against it. However, after the events of Kristallnacht, and

spurred on by public opinion and the persistent efforts of refugee

aid committees, the British Home Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare

agreed to step in and help by permitting an unspecified number of

children under the age of 17 to enter Britain from Germany and

Germanannexed territories (Austria, Czechoslovakia and

Poland). A ‘fasttrack’ immigration process was put in place with

travel documents issued on the basis of group lists rather than

individual applications. However, strict conditions were placed

upon the entry of the children. Jewish and nonJewish

organisations funded the operation and had to ensure that none of

the refugees would become a financial burden on the

public. Every child had to have a guarantee of £50 to finance

their eventual reemigration. Adult family members could not

accompany the children. It was assumed at the time that the

danger was temporary, and the children would return to their

families when it was safe.16



The Movement for the Care of Children from Germany, later

known as the Refugee Children’s Movement (RCM), sent

representatives to Germany and Austria to organise the movement

of the children. On 25 November, after a debate in the House of

Commons, British citizens heard an appeal for foster homes on

the BBC Home Service. Soon there were 500 offers, and RCM

volunteers started visiting possible foster homes and reporting on

conditions. The prospective homes for Jewish children didn’t

have to be Jewish homes.17





Gisela Eisner was born Gisela Spanglet in Berlin in
1925. At thirteen years old she was given a place on
the very first Kindertransport, arriving in Britain on 2
December 1938.
Courtesy Harriet Eisner/The Wiener Holocaust Library



Sanctuary

On 2 December 1938 the first Kindertransport reached Harwich.

It brought some 200 children from a Jewish orphanage in Berlin

which had been destroyed in the Kristallnacht pogrom. Most

transports left by train from Berlin, Vienna, Prague, and other

major cities in central Europe. Children from smaller towns and

villages travelled from their homes to these collection points in

order to join the transports.

Most of the transports were planned by Jewish organisations

inside the Greater German Reich. These included the Reich

Representation of Jews in Germany, based in Berlin, which after

early 1939 became the Reich Association of Jews in Germany,

and the Jewish Community Organisation in Vienna. Children

whose emigration was urgent because their parents were in

concentration camps or were no longer able to support them took

precedence. Homeless children and orphans also had priority.





“The platform, though packed with parents

and chi ldren, was strangely qu iet. . . As soon

as it stopped we were hurried on board

giving us scant time to find a corner of a

window for a wave and a last look - not

real ising that for most of us it was indeed to

be the last. ”

Gisela Eisner, Cottage Pie on Tuesdays, unpublished memoir.
The Wiener Holocaust Library

Opposite: Josepha Salmon, 8, arrives at Harwich on her way to the Dovercourt

holiday camp.

The Wiener Holocaust Library



Sponsorship form issued by the Hampstead Garden Suburb Care Committee – one of many

local organisations that worked to help find homes and guarantors for children waiting in

Germany.

The Wiener Holocaust Library



The usual route for children chosen for a Kindertransport convoy

was by train to ports in Belgium and the Netherlands, and then by

boat to Harwich. At least one of the early transports left from the

port of Hamburg in Germany. Some children from

Czechoslovakia were flown by plane directly to Britain. The last

transport from the Netherlands left for Britain on 14 May, 1940,

the same day that the Dutch army surrendered to German forces.

After the transports arrived in Harwich, children with sponsors

went to London to meet their foster families. Children without

sponsors were housed in a summer camp in Dovercourt Bay and

in other facilities. Children typically stayed at Dovercourt no

longer than one month whilst homes were found for them.

Younger children and girls were easier to foster and as time went

on Dovercourt became predominantly a boys’ camp. In March

1939, those girls that were left were transferred and in April 1939

the camp was vacated.





Opposite: GermanJewish teenagers serve lunch at the Dovercourt holiday camp.

The Wiener Holocaust Library

Above: Jewish refugees eat lunch at the Dovercourt holiday camp

The Wiener Holocaust Library



Some of the first unaccompanied child refugees to arrive in England as part of the

Kindertransport.

The Wiener Holocaust Library



The ship docked in Harwich early on Friday

morning. . .

There was much cl icking and whirring of

cameras and shouted questions. . .

We were making the news as the first

contingent of ch i ldren to arrive under the

scheme soon to be known as

Kindertransport.

Gisela Eisner, Cottage Pie on Tuesdays, unpublished memoir.
The Wiener Holocaust Library



Children outside their accommodation in Dovercourt

The Wiener Holocaust Library



What affected me immediately was a

noticeable lack of cord ia l i ty and warmth

towards me. . . How wou ld she have coped if,

instead of me, she had received the

younger chi ld they were said to have

wanted? Wou ld such a l i tt le g irl have been

expected to stay qu ietl y in her room

without books, games or toys to occupy

her?

Gisela Eisner, Cottage Pie on Tuesdays, unpublished memoir.
The Wiener Holocaust Library



Letter from Ilse Majer to her family,14 July 1941, with a drawing of her new bedroom.

The Wiener Holocaust Library



Many organisations and individuals participated in the rescue

operation. Inside Britain, the Movement for the Care of Children

from Germany coordinated many of the rescue efforts. Jews,

Quakers, and Christians of many denominations worked together

to bring refugee children to Britain. About half of the children

lived with foster families. Hundreds were sent to training camps

organised by Zionist youth movements to prepare young ‘trans

migrants’ for eventual emigration to Palestine. The others stayed

in hostels, schools, or on farms throughout Britain.

Life for many of the refugees got more difficult after war with

Germany was declared in September 1939. German, Austrian and

Italian refuges were now regarded as ‘enemy aliens’ and wartime

regulations stipulated that all aliens over the age of 16 had to

report to the police. Some were interned in camps or even sent to

Australia or Canada.

For the parents of the Kindertransport who were stuck in Nazi

occupied countries or, more likely, incarcerated in camps,

separation was unbearable. In March 1940, Arnold Stein, who

was held in a concentration camp and had been separated from

his wife, wrote to his daughter Gerda in England. It was one of

the last letters he would write.



Arnold Stein writing to his daugher in Britain

The Wiener Holocaust Library



On your birthday, look up at the sun for one

moment - at 1 2 o’clock exactly. I ’l l do i t too,

and wi l l wri te about i t to Mummy. So we’l l a l l

be greeting one another at the same

minute. Each of us in another world but

together nonetheless.

Arnold Stein writing to his daughter in Britain

The Wiener Holocaust Library





There is a frustrating lack of statistica l data

concern ing the Kindertransport, but i t is

now estimated that on ly about hal f of the

10 ,000 saw one or both of their parents

again. 1 8

Dr Andrea Hammel, University of Aberystwyth

Opposite: A Refugee is met by a Kindertransport Agent.

The Wiener Holocaust Library



There follows three individual stories that we heard during our

project. They can be found in more detail on the website of World

Jewish Relief. They also appear in the publications mentioned

below. Many more accounts can be found at The Wiener

Holocaust Library in London or the National Holocaust Centre

and Museum at Newark in Nottinghamshire.



Ralph Mollerick

We met Ralph during the project. His story is told in

Kindertransport: A Life Long Journey of Survival and

Redemption by David H Herschler.19

Ralph Mollerick grew up in Wolfhagen, Germany. His father was

a successful businessman who had served on the town parliament

during the Weimar Republic. 1935 was a turning point in Ralph’s

life, he remembers a man came to his school and shouted ‘Heil

Hitler’ at the children and Ralph was later called up in front of his

class where his classmates were told that he was an example of a

‘Dirty Jew’ , somebody that Hitler didn’t want in Germany. Ralph

began to notice that the parties and gettogethers his parents often

held began to happen less frequently and, when they did, fewer

people were showing up. Eventually the family fled to Hamburg.

In time, however, they decided it would be safest for them to put

Ralph and his sister on a Kindertransport to Britain.



Ralph’s journey to England began on 14 December 1938. He was

woken by his mother and told to get ready to travel. He said his

goodbyes and was taken to Hamburg Station. Ralph told Die Welt

in 2019: "I remember it like yesterday. The first thing I said to my

sister was: 'Where are our parents?'"20 The plan was for them all

to be reunited within three months and make a new life in

America. They never saw them again.

On arrival in Harwich, Ralph and his sister Edith were taken the

short distance to the Dovercourt Holiday Camp. The excitement

many of the children had been feeling about arriving somewhere

new began to fade as the cold of a British seasidewinter began to

set in. In the book Ralph says ‘nobody was about to take a

shower, even though we all stank of perspiration, because there

was no privacy.’ 21

Eventually Ralph was sent to an Orthodox hostel for boys in

Clapton, East London. He was one of the youngest and smallest

boys at the hostel and he was bullied. The boys were expected to

study and do chores every day – Ralph’s jobs were to collect the

prayer books and help in the garden. After a while he was

fostered by a couple and moved to Peterborough. Eventually he

ended up with a family called Jenkinson and lived with them for

over 4 years.



Ralph admits that the bullying he experienced in schools in

Germany and England made it difficult for him to adapt to his

new life and he later he emigrated to the United States and

became an engineer.

Ralph’s parents were killed by the Nazis in 1942.



Immigration document stamped on arrival at Harwich

The Wiener Holocaust Library



Born in Breslau, Germany (now Wroclaw, Poland) in 1926,

Steven’s family lived a happy and comfortable life until Hitler

came to power in 1933. Steven remembers his days at the local

junior school where none of his friends were Jewish but they

played together quite happily, kicking footballs and picking

apples and pears. He remembers, just after the Olympic Games in

Berlin, that all of his friends suddenly started to ignore him, with

one of them telling him that ‘My father said I’m not allowed to

play with Jews’ .22 Soon after this Steven and all other Jewish

children were expelled from the schools.

Steven remembers Kristallnacht and that a few days afterwards

his father disappeared for 14 weeks, apparently sent to a

concentration camp. He was later released because he could

prove that he had fought in the First World War, but he had been

treated so badly that Steven and his brother were not allowed to

see him.

Steven S Mendelsson



In early March 1939 a letter arrived at their family home which

offered two places on a children’s transport to England. Steven

remembers taking a train first from Germany and then into the

Netherlands. On arrival in Harwich Steven remembers being

warmly greeted by a group of women and being given cups of

tea, white bread and egg sandwiches. After being fed they were

then placed on a train to London where a Jewish charityrun

hostel became home.

Remarkably, Steven and his brother were joined in England by

their parents in September 1939.23



Bernard Grunberg

Born in 1923 in a town called Lingen in northwest Germany,

Bernard lived happily with his family until he was 15 years old.

Then, weeks after Kristallnacht, in December 1938 his family

made the decision to send him to England on the Kindertransport.

He was studying at school in Berlin when he was told he was

going to be going on a journey. He was allowed to take one

suitcase and 10 German Marks. His father was in a concentration

camp at the time, but he was released from the camp the day

before Bernard was due to leave and they travelled together on

the train to the border. That was the last time Bernard saw his

family.

After his journey to England and his arrival in Harwich, Bernard

was sent to a holiday camp in Lowestoft, which was even colder

than Harwich in the winter of 1938/39 and he remembers his hot

water bottle turning to ice one night.24 He was later sent to a more

appropriate camp near Harwich where the chalets were brick

built, much warmer and more comfortable.



Being one of the oldest Kinder he was able to get a job in farming

and didn’t find life in England too bad. In 1946 he was told his

family had been sent to Latvia and he thought he may get to see

them again one day, but many years later (in 1986) he returned to

his hometown and found out that they had been killed in Riga.

Bernard believed that if he hadn’t been allowed to come to

England he probably wouldn’t have survived.25



Footnote

The finishing touches to this booklet were made in the week of

the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Built by the

Nazis close to the the Polish city of Oswiecim in 1940,

Auschwitz has become a symbol of the terror of the genocide

unleashed across Europe in the 1930s & 40s. Initially setup to

deal with Polish prisoners, it became the largest of all the

extermination camps where the "Endlösung der Judenfrage”, or

final solution to the socalled Jewish question, was carried out.

Liberated by Soviet Troops in January 1945, of the 1.3 million

people who were brought to Auschwitz some 1.1million were

murdered there.

What was particularly poignant about the TV broadcasts from the

commemoration events in Poland in January 2020 were the

memories of some of the 200 or so survivors who had plucked up

the extraordinary courage to revisit the place of their, and our,

worst nightmares. Some spoke movingly of what they

experienced and how the appalling sights and sounds that

bombarded their senses then, live with them today.



As these men and women are now in their 80s and 90s, a

remarkable livinglink to a history that continues to haunt us will

be lost before long. It will be left to future generations to ensure

that the suffering of so many innocent people is never forgotten.

This small booklet is dedicated to those survivors and the loved

ones they lost. It is also a reminder of how people and places

from across Europe came together to do what they could to help

the victims of hate.

Kindertransport memorial at Liverpool Street Sation, London

©Harwich Haven Surrender and Sanctuary
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